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Abstract

This report discusses the construction of a tandem mirror plasma propulsion facility,
the numerical modelling of the hybrid plume exhaust, and rf heating of the plasma. A
preliminary experiment of the [CRH (Ion Cyclotron Resonance Heating) heating of plasma
ions was carried out. For 2.0 kW ECRH (Electron Cyclotron Resonance Heating) power
injected into the central cell and 10 kW ICRH power into the end cell, the results obtained
from the probe in the central cell are: n. = 2.5 x 10'®* m~2 and T. = 80 eV (928,000 K)
in the central cell. The estimated values in the end cell are: n; = 1.25 x 107 m~3 and
Ty = 500 eV (5,797,000 K). The power conversion efficiency was about 80%. The results
from time dependent 3-D three fluid numerical modeling indicate that a boundary layer
can be formed. The formation of this layer is strongly dependent on neutral jet geometry
and injection angle. The ICRH heating of plasma was modeled numerically and power

absorption efficiency is about 50%. Analytical analyses was done on slab geometry.

1 Concept

A hybrid plume is one in which the exhaust fluid is a stratified mixture of hot plasma
and neutral gas in a magnetic field. The macroscopic properties near the wall boundary
(i.e., temperature, density, fluid velocity, thrust, etc.) exhibit a drastic radial variation
over small distances. The exhaust is extremely hot in the core and relatively cold near the

edge [1,2].

Such a hybrid p!ume can be produced by surround:: - e hot plasma exhausted from
the end of a tandem mirror magnetic confinement device with an annular hypersonic gas
jet coaxial with the plasma or with various pitch angles [3,4,5;. The resulting plasma-gas
structure has useful applications in rocket propulsion of wide power levels where [,, and

thrust can be continuously varied.




2  Accomplishments

During the past vear we have devoted our major effort to the construction of the
tandem mirror magnetic plasma confine.ient device. The device was assembled in a short
eight-month period and the facility became operational in March 1989. An overall view
of the device is shown in Fig. |. A microwave created hydrogen plasma has been heuted
by rf power to a temperature for electrons of 80 eV which translates to 928,000 K and an

estimated temperature for ions of 50C eV or the equivalent of 5,797,000 K.

After vears of wrestling with numerical instabilities, particle conservation and outflow
boundary problems, and result interpretation, meaningful and positive hybrid plume char-
acteristics have been produced by computational modeling. Preliminary results indicate
that a boundary layer can be found with proper injection of neutral gas. This reconfirms

previous steady state studies but with much more interesting aspects.

2.1 Experimental Facility

The tandem mirror device was built under the instrumentation program with addi-
tional support from JPL/NASA. The detailed construction work on the device has been

described in the final technical report. It is briefly summarized below.

The tandem mirror plasma rocket experimental device, a scaled down compact version
of the fusion device, is very complicated in structure and operation. [t involves sophisti-
cated mechanical components, ultra-high and delicate vacuum system, magnetic coil and
cryogenic system, high current power supplies, microwave power transmitters, high power
and high voltage radio frequency wave power transmitters. The involvement of diagnos-
tic equipment is even more extensive. A Langmuir probe can only take measurements in
the edge of the plasma where the temperature is low; it cannot measure ion temperature.
More equipment is needed, such as a microwave interferometer for measuaring electron den-
sity, from which ion density can be inferred assuming charge neutrality; a laser Thomson
scattering system or a visible light spectrometer for measuring ion temperature; a particle

Leawn lor measuring plasma polential; a laser fluorescence system for measurig neutrai
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Fipure 1, An side view of the Tandem Mirror Plasma Rochet
experimental facility.
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density, a charge exchange analyzer, retarding field energy analyzers, radiation detectors,
diagmagnetic 1oops, etc. In terms of operation, the pulsing of the magnet, rf, mic.owave,
gas flow and the diagnostic systems have to be syvnchronized in w proper time sequence.
Therefore one of the purposes of this research is to develop methods of simplifying this
process. However, every diagnostic is needed to understand the plasma property fully
before this can happen. Because of budget constraints and manpower limitations, it will

take a long time to gradually build up this capability.

The magnetic coil system and vacuum system were asscmbled in August 1988. High
vacuum was achieved immediately. The magnetic svstem was operated at low power and
microwave discharge was initiated. To reach this point a lot of hard work was involved, such
as extensive metal polishing of the coil casing and vacuum chamber, repeated electrical
testing of the coil, vacuum testing of the chamber and coil casing, and careful assembly,

alignment and calibration of the system.

From September 1988 through January 1989 we worked to complete the construction
of the facilitv. To achieve that the following tasks were done: In our laberatory we
constructed a power control unit which was installed and tested. We installed the high
current cables. The cryogenic system was installed and tested and a resistance drop of
factor 5 was achieved when the coil was cooled down to liquid nitrogen temperature. Two
rf transmitter units were brought up to operation. A laser diagnostic system was set up
and optical alignment was tested. The end chamber was modified by installing two large
rectangular ports and small ports for the implementation of the laser fluorescence system.

A second pumping line was installed.

Testing of the svstem began in February 1989. A giant step was taken in energizing
the magnetic coils with high current. Because of the urgent need of bringing the system
to full operation rapidly, we took the risk of bringing the current to about 60% of the
designed value quickly causing one coil to short. It had to be repaired. The mirror coil
set and the set of central cell coils and booster coils are powered by two separate power
supplies. The power supplies were found to interfere with each other as shown by the

current waveform in Fig. 2a. The power supplies had to be adjusted to obtain the current
g [ pp
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waveform in Fig. 2b.

The next step was to inject rf power into the chamber. It was found that the microwave
and rf powers could not be operated simultaneously. The microwave is in resonance with
electron cyclotivn freavency at low magnetic field and rf is in resonance with ion cyclctron
frequency at high field. The microwave antenna had to L. rclocated to the central cell
where the field is a factor of 10 lower than the field in the end cell. The end cell antenna
was installed in the center plane of the cell which blocked all ports and had to be modified
and reinstalled. Accomplishing these two modifications was a major operation because
the coils had to be separated. Again due to the race with time, the rf power was injected
before the circuit was optimally tuned. The coupler of the transmission line was damaged
by arcing from the reflected power. After the system was checked out and repaired, we
spent weeks tuning the rf matching circuit. In the meantime a semi-automatic control
system was installed. The pulse length of charging the magnet can be limited by a time

sequencer to eliminate accidental human error.

The pressure in the chamber was found to be rising too fast during the test. This
indicated that an ultra-high vacuum procedure of baking and glow-discharge cleaning had
to be taken. This was a long and tedious process which was avoided again in favor of
speeding up the program. Also, all the mechanical pumps had to be serviced. All the
diagnostics were taken down in order to carry out thorough checking and testing with

repetative baking and cleaning to establish a base vacuum condition.

The experience of building such a compact fusion tyvpe device might be proven useful
in the future for space exploration. It is inheritantly complex and costly. To design,
construct and make it operational was quite a challenging task and it is in fact a major

part of scientific undertaking.




“——-———‘_

2.2 Initial Experiment

The plasma heating experiment has been carried out during the testing period by
back filling the chamber to a pressure from 5 x 1072 Torr to 20 x 1073 Torr at various
field intensities, rf power levels and pulse lengths. The only diagnostic we had was the
Langmuir probe. The Langmuir probe is a fundamental diagnostics and provides a basic
and reliable measurement. However, it has a severe limitation and fundamental difficulties.

One has to be very careful to prove that the measurement is correct. The fundamental

limitation is that the probe comes in contact with the plasma and it can be burned easily.
The probe can also pick up any electrical noise, luctuations and is particularly susceptible
to the interference of rf power. The result could be very deceiving. For a long time we
were skeptical on the probe measurements. Such prudence was proved to be correct as

discussed later.

Figure 3a shows the probe measurement of an ECRH discharge. The top trace is the
waveform of microwave power injected into the chamber. The middle trace is the probe
sweeping voltage waveform. The bottom trace is the probe reading of the plasma. During
each sweep the probe signal was found to be modulated by the ECRH power which turned
out to be a pulsed system. The plasma was not sustained. A constant source of microwave
power is thereore needed. We will modify the unit in the future because we cannot afford

to take the risk of shutting down the experiment at the present time.

As shown in Fig. 3b there is a very strong probe signal when rf power was injected.
The signal is about a factor of 10 larger than the microwave discharge which is shown by
the small ripples on the same baseline. Although we later found that this is much larger
than the pickup without plasma, we had doubts that the signal was real. A long study
was carried out on the structure of the probe, electrical isolation and shielding, ground
laop and filtering until a signal showing the current-voltage characteristics typical of a

Langmuir probe was obtained. Such a signal is shown by the second trace in Fig. 4. This

gave us confidence in the measurement. The electron temperature can be deduced from




"

Fie 3 Langmuir probe measurements of plasma: (a) with microwave discharge: (b)
with fow power rf heating at 10 ms pulse width. Top and middle traces show
microwave and probe sweeping \'u)lag(’:-.




Figure 4,

:
4
{

The Charateris:zics of Langmuir probe shown by the
middle trace. The top trace is the microve pulse
and the bot ow trace is probe sweeping voltage.

10




the following equation .6

d
. TCZC(I—I.,')/&% (1)

where I,, is the ion saturation current. The electron density is given approximately by

- In' / Me 2)
e = Ae\/ (T.) (

where A is the cross sectional area of the probe tip which is a sphere of 2 mm in diameter,

T, is the ion temperature, and e is the charge and mass of electrons.

2.3 Exhaust Modeling

I'he exhaust modeling has been carried out by solving steady state MHD equations. A
time dependent. three fluid {electron, ion and neutral) code by solving transport equations
in cvlindrical geometry including interactions between species has been developed. We
began to learn the dyvnamic behavior of the plasma-gas system. The theory and the

simulation method are described below.

The macroscopic quantities (n,V, and T') are modeled via a fluid representation. The
basic equations can be obtained from the work of Braginskii {7]. Braginskii assumed
that there was no processes that convert particles of one species to another, so the right
hand side of his particle conservation equation, for example, is set to zero. We have such
processes, and must generalize the equations appropriately. We need fluid equations for the
conservation of particles, momentum, and energy. The equations to be presented will be
for the plasma ion species. The equations for electron species are identical. The equations
for the neutral gas are the same, except for the momentum conservation equation, which
lacks the Lorentz force term. To close the fluid equations, we need an equation of state to

specifv the relation between pressure and temperature.

11




The Transport Equati~ns

The equation for conscrvation of particles is (Eq. (1.11) of Braginskii in reference 7)
on :
5 -V (nV)=25,. (3)

Here n is the particle density and V is the mean fluid velocity, defined as

V = (v). (1)

/

v is the exact particle velocity, and the (-) denotes an average over velocity space. S, is

the particle source term, to be described in detail later.

The equation for the conservation of momentum is (Eq. (1.12) of Braginskii in reference

%(mnV)+V-(_mn(vv))—en<E+%VXB)=R. (5)

Here v = v' + V, the exact particle velocity, and v' is a random velocity.

[gnoring viscosity, this becomes:
a 1
a(mnV)r~—V-(mnVV)~;—Vp~en E+-VxB]=R. (6)

c

where m is the mass of a particle, ¢ is the speed of light, p is pressure, E is the electric
field and B is the magnetic field. R is the source of momentum, to be described in detail
later. Note that both of these equations are in conservative form, and this is the way that

they are numerically differenced in the code.

For conservation of energy, we start from the heat-balance equation, (Eq. (1.23) of

Braginskii in reference 7)

._—“—*V-(gnw>+nTv-V+HIVV+V‘q:Q (7)

Here q 1s the heat flux and II is the viscosity tensor. @ is the heat source term, to be

described in detail later. Ignoring viscosity, this becomes

:—f—*v-<gr1W)+nTV‘V+V‘q:Q (8)

12




The second term can be divided as follows:
* TV - nV +nV .VT .

The first term above can be combined with the appropriate time derivative term of Eq. (8)

to give the continuity equation scaled by T.

3 on . 3
Writing
. 3
Q' =Q~ iTSp ' (10)
and dividing Eq. (8) by (3/2) n leaves us
oT 2 2
— +V. VT +-TV.-V=—(Q*-V-.q). 1

The second and third terms can be rewritten as

V-(TV)—%TV'V. (12)

This leads to the following equation for temperature:

aT 1 2
LV (TV)--TV.V=2(Q"-V.q) .
e T STV T (@ -V-q) (13)

Heat conduction is dominated by the electrons, and thus q is only present in the

electron temperature equation, or, q = q,. The form for q, is:

Qe = &V, (kT.) . (14)

Here k is Boltzman’s constant. % is the perpendicular electron thermal conductivity and

is given as

T,
e = g7-FLe (15)

- Mew?, Te
Here w,. is the electron gyrofrequency and r, is the basic collisional time.

To close the fluid equations, the equation of state for pressure is

= nkT . (15)

13




The Source Terms

The source terms are from various collision processes with the neutral gas, including

atomic reactions. The details of the various source terms will now be presented.

The atomic reactions included here are ionization, charge-exchange and recombination

and are characterized as follows.

Electron Impact lonization:

e+ H® — HT + 2, (17)
Resonant charge-exchange:
hot cold cold hot
HT"+H® - H™ + H®, (18)

Collisional-radiative recombination:

e+H" - H* + hv, (19)
and electron three-body recombination:

e+H +e—H+e. (20)

[n the recombination reactions above, the names describe the way the energy released

by the recombination is carried away. H" is an excited state, and hv represents photons.

The particle source term, S,, consists of sources from atomic reactions between the

plasma and the neutral gas, which can be broken into three terms

Sp = Sion + 5'c:x + Srec . (21)

Here S;,n is the source of particles from electron impact ionization, S.x is the source
of particles from resonant charge-exchange and Sr.. is the source of particles from the

recombination reactions.

14




The specific particle source terms have the following form:

-

Sex = n1n2<crv>rx . (22)

n; and ny are determined by the species involved in the reaction. (ov),, is the reaction-rate
for the specific reaction. The reaction-rates have been previously calculated and stored in a
lookup table to be used by the code. The cross-section, o, is temperature dependent. The
average reaction-rates (ov) was calculated assuming a Maxwellian velocity distribution for

both species involved in the reaction.

The momentum source term has the same form as the particle source term. Specifi-
cally,
R= Rion + ch + Rrec . (23)

The R’s represent the source of momentum from the various atomic reactions,or:
3

Rex = (mV) niny(ov), - (24)

In addition, the R term contains elastic collisions between the plasma and neutrals,
i.e., collisions that do not lead to atomic reactions. These elastic collisions are commonly
referred to as friction. The frictional momentum transfer can be modeled as (for ions

scattering off of neutrals)
Rf,in = mn(Vn - V,) Vin (25)
where v;, is the collision frequency for scattering of ions by neutrals.

From momentum conservation we know that Rgin = Rfn;. Electrons also scatter
elastically from the neutrals, but in the hybrid model, this is taken into account in the

term for the plasma’s resistivity (to be described later).

The last source term to consider is the source term for internal energy, Q. This

includes the internal energy brought in via atomic reactions,

Q = Qion + ch + Qrec . (26)

15




Each @Q has the form
3
. er = <§nkT> n1n2<av>rx . (27)
1

For the ions there is an additional term for ion heating from the electrons

Q= e r 1. (28)

m; T.

Electromagnetic Terms

All that is left is to find equations for E and B. In a hybrid plasma model, both come

from the electron momentum equation.
In the limit of small slectron inertia, the electron momentum equations reduced to

VnkT, 1

E= -~ -u,xB+nJ, (29)
c

en

where 7 is the plasma resistivity. The last term of this equation, nJ, is simply the R
term in the notation used for the ion momentum equation. In’other words, the friction of
electrons scattering off of ions. As mentioned above, this term must also account for the

scattering of electron off of neutrals. This is taken into account in the 7 term.
Ntotal = Nen + MNei - (30)

The electron momentum equation can be considered the Ohm’s Law for the system. It
should be emphasized that the velocity in the Lorentz term of this equation is the electron

velocity, u., not the fluid velocity V. These two velocities are related through the current,

J=en(V-u,), (31)
or,
1
ue:-‘—J‘f“V. (32\
eEn

Thus, the u, x B term can be expanded to the form

VxB--LJIxB. (33)

en

16




This second term is commonly referred to as the Hall current term. In a more familiar

form, the electron momentum equation becomes
1
E+VxB=nJ+—(JxB-Vp,) . (34)
en

However, we will use Eq. (29) and Maxwell’s equations to transform the electron momen-

tum equation into an equation for B.

The radiat.on-free limit of Ampere’s law is

VxB= 47”3. (35)
Faraday’s iaw is
1B
v =———, 36
x E - (36)

Introducing the magnetic vector potential (V x A = B) in the Coulomb gauge, and utilizing

Maxwell’s equations we can transform the electron momentum equation to
2

A:c-v—p—e-f—uexB——c—r](VxB). (37)
en 4

The 8 component of this equation will give us both B, and B,. Finally, if we take the curl
of the electron momentum equation, and again utilizing Maxwell’s equations, we obtain

the equation which was used to advance By numerically.

The electron velocity components are given via the relationship between the fluid

velocity and current. Specifically,

v ¢ _B.B_Q
Ber = Vir T ren 8z
Uer = ‘/1'1’ + valev (38)
4men
¢ 10(rBs)
=V, -
Hez drenr Or

This completes the description of the equations for numerical modeling of the system.

17




Boundary Conditions

-

To complete the formulation of the problem one must specify consistent boundary
conditions (B(C’s) for the equations discussed above. The geometry is a cylindrically
symmetric duct. BC’s must be specified at the inflow, z.,;,, outflow, zpms,, 7 = 0, and the

wall, rmaz.

The inflow is assumed completely specified for the plasma and held fixed in time. The
same is assumed for the neutral gas for axial injection. If radial injection is used, z,:n

becomes an outflow boundary for neutrals, also to be described later.

At the origin, r = 0, all quantities are assumed symmetric in § which leads to the
BC 8/0r = 0. This holds for all quantities except Ag. The BC for Ay is Dirichlet
zero. L’Hépital’s rule is utilized to ensure the fields derived from the vector potential is

appropriate.

At the wall, rqz, Ag is specified. For the fluid quantitiés, most are set as Neumann

zero. The exception is temperature. In some cases the temperature is specified.

The most difficult BC’s occur at z,,,;. Conventional outflow boundary conditions
are used for the neutral gas, e. g., simple interpolation back in z. When the same B(’s
are attempted for the plasma, the computation failed eventually due to the problem that
the plasma fluid reflects (numerically) from the outflow boundary. Many different BC’s
were attempted for the plasma fluid at zma.. The best results were cbtained by simply
interpolating back up a flux surface (magnetic field line}), and setting the fluid quantities
constant along the field line just at zmaz. In this sense the magnetic field line is approxi-
mating a characteristic, even though in actuality it is not. To date, the best results have

been obtained using the above BC’s for the system.

18




Discussion

-

Our problem is many degrees more general than a simple one fluid MHD problem and
is therefore many degrees more complex. Instead of solving one set of fluid equatious, we
are solving three sets of fluid equations - one set for ions and one set for electrons plus
the neutrai transport equation. Instead of steady state we are solving the time dependent
problem. The reactions between species were taken into account. The coordinate system
is cylindrical instead of a two dimensional Cartesian. The electron stream and the ion
streamn are governed by different time scales. The plasma time scale is many orders of

magnitude faster than the neutral jet.

We were facing the difficulty of energy and particle conservation, numerical instability
and boundary problems, particularly the outflow boundary. If not properly treated the
plasma fluid will reflect numerically from the outflow boundary as discussed earlier. A nor-
mal characteristic solution method using CDF failed because of a diverging magnetic field.
The problem was finally resolved by using a combination of ghost cells and a characteristic

like solution based on magnetic field Lines.

The size of the code is very large and computation time is very long. At present we are
carrying out a quick scan over a wide range of parameter space to survey the effect. Some
cases will be selected for a focused study later. The geometry of the tandem mirror device
is shown schematically in Fig. 5a. The expanded exhaust section is shown in Fig. 5b and
is marked by the coordinate axis r — z, where r = ( is the centerline of the device. Z =0 1s
the entrance of the plasma into the exhaust. Figure 6 is the density contour of plasma and
neutral with a coaxial injection of gas jet. The boundary layer was formed which reconfirms
our early steady state solution. Figure 6a is the flow of plasma without neutrals at 4us.
The plasma is seen fanned out along the field lines. Figures 6b through 6d show that
plasma with coaxial neuteral jet at 2u, 3u and 4p respectively. The plasma was contained
and boundary layer was formed. However, the neutral jet was eroded downstream. Figure
7 shows density contour of plasma and neutrals when the neutral was injected radially.
The plasma was contained better but neutrals were eroded at the tip. Figure 8 shows the

coaxial injection at increasing neutral density. It shows that the plasma was contained to a

19




Figure 5.

(b)

Schematic picture of the Tandem Mirror Plasma Rocket:
aust duct where the shaded area represents

of the device with exh
plasma; (b) The expanded exhaust duct.
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(a) Side view
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smaller radius at n, = 10 x 10° m~2 in Fig. 8d than at the lower density of n, = 1 x 102}

m~? in Fig. 8b.

In the radial injection case the flow characteristics was further improved by increasing
the width of the radial gas jet. The flow time has been extended to 23u which is nearly

steady state. The contour plots at 2, 3 and us are shown in Fig. 9.

Figures 10 (al) and 10 (a2) show tl.e average radial and axial ion temperature profiles
of the plasma without injection. Figures 10 (b1) and 10 (b2) are the profiles for the plasma

with axial injection. Figures 10 (cl) and 10 (c2) are the profiles with radial injection.

Figure 10 (al) shows that the tail of the temperature profile extends to 7.7 cmm. Figure
10 (bl) shows that tail was pushed back to 5.5 cm by the boundary layer created with a
neutral jet. The ion teraperature was nearly the same, therefore it was not deteriorated
by the gas except at the edge where the temperature was reduced as expected. There was
almost no change in axial profile. These effects can be seen from the superposition of the

two radial profiles and axial profiles shown in Fig. 11 (al) and 11 (a2).

The change in radial and axial profiles for the plasma with radial injection of wider
width was significant. The superposition of these profiles with the profiles for no injection
is shown in Figs. 11 (bl) and 11 (b2). Radially the temperature reduced further at the
boundary but increased in the center core. Furthermore, the core temperature 1s uniform
to r = 1.7 cm and drops sharply to a low temperature at r = 3.7 cm. This unexpected
characteristic will improve the propulsion efficiency which is unique to the system. The

axial profile in Fig. 11 (b2) shows that the high temperature plasma flows forward.

The comparison of radial and axial density profiles without gas injection and with axial
and radial gas injections are shown in Fig. 12. The changes are much more appreciable
than temperature profiles. The density at the edge for axial injection increased as shown by
Fig. 12 ibl) where the temperature decreased as shown in Fi~. 11 (b1). Again there is no
noticable change in tle axial profile. For radial injection the density increased drastically
hoth at the edge and in the downstream axial direction as shown in Figs. 12 (c1) and (c2),
respectively. The density increases were about eight times larger than in the axial injection.

Because of a large difference in scale, presently these figures cannot be superimposed.
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Figure 12, Averaged radial and axial ion density profies:
(bl) and (b2) with axial injection;

injection;
radial injection
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These analyses show that injection angle, gas flow rate and density are very important
and need to be studied thoroughly. There is a wide range of parameter space that has to

be covered ir order to undersitand the dynamniic properties of this plasma-gas system.

This code can be modified for MPD and arcjet studies. The theory described is
fundamental for any plasma propulsion. Currently the theory used in the code developed
for MPD and arcjet is the reduced one-fluid MHD formulation. In reality ail these systoms

should consist of at least three fluids as discussed here.

In any plasma device the electron and ion temperature are different. Particularly, in
a device like MPD or Arcjet, where the plasma is produced through electrical discharge,
the gas may not be fully ionized and there will be large amounts of neutral gas. The
degree of ionization and the interaction between the species (eletron, ion and neutral)
should be important. The electrons have very high mobility and determine the current
flow. In principle the thrust of these devices is from the ; x B force. Therefore it is to the
best advantage of these system that the plasma behaves as a single fluid. Otherwise the
thrust will be determined by the temperature of the ions which are the momentum carrying
species. Therefore the detailed study of the microscopic properties of the plasma using the
time dependent and multi-species transport code may allow us to learn the details of the
current flow, magnetic field and energy distribution and the density of the species involved.

This may lead us to learn conditions for single fluid operation.

Because there is no internal electrode in the exhaust of the hybrid plume system, there
is no internal boundary. The initial conditions of the plasma injected from the tandem
mirror device are known. To adapt this code for MPD and Arcjet studies, the boundary
conditions at the internal electrodes and the initial conditions have to be worked out. Our
experience is that to incorporate the time dependent internal boundary conditions is not
trivial. To assure correct physics and numerical stability requires a considerable amount

of effort.
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2.4 ICRH Plasma Heating

Present fusion devices use ICRF power and neutral veams to heat the plasma. Since
the neutral beam is larger and much more complex than ICRF, we chose to use the ICRF

heating method.

The modeling of ICRH heating of plasma has been done and reported in the past
which provided the guideline for antenna design. Analytical studies on slab models was

also done. For the completeness of discussion they are reviewed here.

The analysis of the problem requires numerically solving for the fields in the vacuum
and plasma regions. A code developed by B. McVey [8] was used to solve this problem for

different antenna geometries. The theory used in this code is briefly summarized below.

Theory

The code analyzes \Maxwell’s equations

- 8B

v - = 9
x 5t (39)

- 10FE ~
VXB-ZEE + pod (40)
V.-B=0 (41)
v.E=2 (42)

€0

The fields are Fourier-Laplace transformed

b i (43)
Dz

and solved in both the vacuum and plasma regions. The difference between the vacuum

and plasma region comes in the current term J.

30




-

. Jvacuum =0 (45)
j'plasma. = —iﬁow(g - :_I-) (46)

where ¢ is the dielectric tensor.

The code solves these equations by breaking up the cylinder into several concentric
cylindrical regions, solving for the fields in each region, then matching the boundary con-

ditions to couple to the next region with its different parameters of density, temperature.
Strata Wave Matching Geometry

The transverse fields in each region can be expressed in terms of E; and H,, which

are found to be

VACUUM
E,_ = Elln(l/’f') -+ EgKn(l/T‘) ’ (47)
H, = Hil,(vr) + HyK,(vr) (48)

PLASMA
H,(r) = HyyJulkiir) + 2 EnJn(k o) (49)
E.(r) = E,odn(kior) + 20 H 1 Jnlkiir) . (50)

From these fields, the time averaged power flow per cross-sectional area can be calculated
by

1 — ~ .

P(w/m?) = iRe[E(F) x H*(r)] - a, . (51)

The inward power flow is then found by
rg > -
Plr=ro) = ~— Z/ RelE,H; — E,Hyldk, . (52)

The power absorbed by the plasma is determined by the plasma currents flowing in phase
with the electric field:
1 -
plw/m?®) = §Re(E"J') . (53) ,




From the circuit point of view, the power transferred out of the antenna region is

) p. = 1/E T di
}: . / (- )
The impedence is then found by
2P (w)
Z —
IR

Numerical Results

Seven types of antennae have been studied using the ANTENA computer code [8] and

are shown in Fig. 13. Typical computed power absorption profiles by ions and electrons

are shown in Fig. 14. The results are summarized in Table 1. The total input power used

in these calculations is 100 kW.

The current in the coils necessary to provide 100 kW input power varies from about

2.5 to 8.5 kA. All coils are assumed to have circular cross sections with a radius of 1.0

cm located 4 cm radially from the plasma boundary. A reasonable limit for the current

density is about 2 kA /cm?, which is exceeded in the full turn, the line current, and the

half Nagoya coils.

Table 1

Absorption for Various Antennae

Coil I(kA) J(kA/cm?) Py(kW) F(% ) F.(% ) Efficiency(% )
Full turn 7.204 2.293 45.97 84.53 15.48 45.97
Saddle coil  3.342 1.064 49.23 97.85 215 49.23
Nagoya III  3.526 1.122 49.04  98.50 1.50 49.04
Aperture 2.738 0.872 28.72  98.48 1.52 28.72
Line current 6.735 2.144 5405  96.04  3.96 54.05
Half loop 5.197 1.654 54.90  95.72 428 54.90
Half Nagoya 8.276 2.634 17.73  54.14  45.86 47.73
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d. rectonguiar
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Tizra 3. Various ICRF antennae studied,
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- I = coil current

J = coil current density

P, = total power absorbed by ions

F; = fraction of total power absorbed by ions

F. = fraction of total power absorbed by electrons
P, = power calculated by the antenna code

Efficiency = fraction of power input to antenna absorbed by the plasma

The results show that the half loop antenna has the highest efficiency of all the an-
tennae considered. The ions in the system absorb 96% of this power while the electrons
receive the balance. This is a desirable result since energy transfer from the ions to the

neutrals is more efficient than from the electrons to the neutrals.

These preliminary results agree well with experimental ones which show ICRF heating
efficiencies greater than 55% [9]. The theory of ICRF is not well developed. It is a very
complicated problem which is worked on by all the researchers in the fusion community. We
are only a small effort toward the contribution to the understanding and the improvement
of a heating mechanism. We will continue to apply the new development in the fusion

community to this study.

Based on the relative efficiencies of the antennae shown by these results, we have
chosen two half-circle coils to provide ICRF heating at the initial stage. A full turn loop
was not chosen because it seems to require a higher current and higher current density to
provide the same input power. Two half loops will be used to maintain the symmetry of
the plasma; a single partial loop tends to increase the plasma current on the antenna side.
The half turn also has the advantage for our application of being light in mass compared

to some of the other coils.

2.5 Analytical Modeling of ICRH Plasma Heating

The numerical model presented in the previous section is lacking physical insight.
The analytical model based on a slab geometry was done in order to obtain the explicit

dependence of heating on the antenna geometry. The power coupled from an antenna into
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a plasma may be calculated if both the input antenna current and the loading resistance

of the plasma are known. The power coupled into a plasma is calculated by
1 2
P = S Ry|ll (57)

where R, is the plasma loading resistance, I the applied antenna current. Thus it is
necessary to calculate a load resistance for the configuration desired. Although the physical
geometry of the plasma rocket is cylindrical, the calculations are performed using a slab
geometry to produce a resulting R, that can be intuitively understood. The geometry is

seen in Fig. 15. The results presented are obtained from Shepard [10].

The analysis is as follows. The antenna-plasma coupling region is separated into three
regions: Region [ is the vacuum between the chamber wall and the antenna, Region II is
the vacuum between the antenna and the Faraday Shield, and Region III is the plasma
region. The density profile in Region III is assumed to be a constant sloped line. The fields
are solved in each of the three regions and then boundarv conditions are used to couple
the fields together. Complete knowledge of the fields then can be used to find the power

coupled into the plasma by

1 [ . dn, 1
P, = —5/ Eylantd"(n,) o = 5122A (58)

fndle @]

where Ey qn: is the Electric field at the antenna surface, J*(n,) the n,-transformed antenna
sheet current, and Z 4 the Specific Radiation Impedence of the plasma. (R, = Re(Z,))
Thus R, can be found from the fields and a parametric dependence of the plasma loading

dependence can be obtained.

The fields in Regions I and I1 are found by solving Maxwell’s equations in free space.

oB
VKEzf—a—t*

(59)

O

1 Ok
*x B = — — + pod 60
VXB C2(9t Ho ( )

REGION L
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Defining ¢ to be 1 (where ¢ is the speed of light), the vacuum fields are found to consist

of a linear cambination of Transverse-Electric (TE) and Transverse-Magnetic (TM) modes:
E = A4,E7a + 42E7g (61)

B = A4,Bra + 4,Brg (62)

Defining n; = ,/1 — n2 — n?, the following fields are obtained for Region I:

™™ MODES:

E, = i(ni + n?) cos(nz()

Ey = rznysin(ng§)

E; = nzn,;sin(n,¢§)

By, = in, cos(n,€)

B, = —iny cos(n,€)
TE MODES:

E.=0

Ey = —n;sin(n.£)

E; = nysin(n;§)

B: = (n§ + n?)sin(n,€) (64)

By = in ny cos(n;§)

B. = in.n; cos(n.€)
REGION II.

The difference between regions [ and II is the jump in the B-Field across the antenna
due to the surface current J(ny,n;). Using the boundary condition E,(0) = 0, one of the
two constants A, can be found in terms of the other and the resulting field at the Faraday

shield is :
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Bz(0) = 141, (nZ + n2) cos(n;6)

E,(0) = A1ng(n2 + n?)sin(n.6)

E.(0)=0 (65)
B.(0) = —Ainzn.(n2 + nl)sin(n.$)

B,(0) = i.—llnynz(ng +n2) cos(nz8)

B.(0) = —i:ll(ng +n2n?)cos(nyé) — J(ny,n,)

REGION IIIL.

The method of solution presented are from Lam et al.{11]. The fields in the plasma
can be found by solving Maxwell’s equations with the plasma contribution appearing in
the current J. After Fourier-Laplace transforming and ignoring the initial condition,

\Maxwell’s equations are reduced to :
VxE=wB

VxB=-iwK E (66)

where K is the cold plasma dielectric tensor:

_ [ K. -iK. 0\
K=|iK, K, 0 (67)

0 oK)

where
w2
K.=1- =
- Z w? — 02
[e 4
K.=S e (68)
= ~ Qo (w? — 02
w2
K [ - _px
| w?
o3
where a is the species index.
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Expanding K, it is seen that the dielectric tensor K can be separated into two terms,
one of ordet O(1) and another of order O(1/¢). (Where € = m./m; ) Maxwell’s equations

now become

VxE=1wB

eV x B=1S, - E (69)

where

S. =S + Spiz (70)

_ S, iS5, 0
S=|-i5, S. 0 : (71)

Expanding the Electric and Magnetic fields in orders of ¢,
E=Eqg ~¢E{ + -, B:BO*CBl‘f’“' (73)
it can be shown that Maxwell equations reduce to :
dE, ( nySy o n?
dE S_-n? Ey =i 1+S'L%—n2 B.

dB, S _ 52
(o) s)n o
10

-+ Z




The problem can be further reduced by examining the case of no pronagation in the

y-direction.~In this case, Maxwell’s equations are further reduced to

d*E
2 T fE)E, =0 (75)
where
, 5% 5
f(f)Zm*SL—nz (76)

Approximating the function f(£) by :
f(&) = (&) = (0% - 1) (77)

where v(§) is the density profile.

The solution of the above differential equation is the Airy function:

E,(€) = AaAi(-v) - 44Bi(—v) (78)

where

_Mg-(n2-1)

AI'Z/3
Ngm,;
M =
eB?
no =n(§ = 1) (79)

Using the Outgoing Wave Boundary Condition by taking £ — oo, it is seen that an
outgoing wave has the wave property of e'(F*~wt — e~iwteikz  [sing the trigonometric
identity

e'** = cos(kz) + 1 sin(kz) (80)

Asymptotically,

sin(20%/2 + I)

: 4
Ai(—v) T
2,,3/2 4
Bi(—-v) ~ S?i(_é_v__.j_) (81)

ul/‘*\/;r
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Thus

. E, = A3[iAi(-v) + Bi(-v)] (82)

Using Taylor Series Expansion [2] for small v, the Electric and Magnetic fields are

seen to be :

E,(0) = Di(i + v3) = (i = V3)F(n} - 1)]

B.(0) = D(1 - iV3)FM (83)
where
F= (3&1?25?3/1?()4/3) 8
and
Dszgzggézﬁ (85)

Matching the vacuum and plasma fields at the Faraday Shield surface, the coefficients

A3 and A, can be found and the fields can be completely determined.

The solution is

V3 +i(4F M6 — 1)]

E (0) = Jd
s(0) [ 2FM6~1—13

The antenna sheet current transformed into the n, space becomes

J(ns) = 150{n=40) (87)

nzéO

where
ww

o= (88)

The Specific Radiation Impedence (SRI) can then be found by integrating Eq.(2) and

substituting into Eq.(1). The result is

1d 3+(4F M6 -1
o= L4 | VBHIUFME 1) (89)
286 | 1 -ivV3—-2FM§
The loading resistance is then found to be
3d 1 - 3FAM6 .
Ry T e (90)
o 3+ (1 —-2FMs)?
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From this relationship, the parametric dependence of the loading resistance can be
seen. The results show that for increasing FM$, the loading resistance R, decreases.
The parametric results can be seen in Table 2. It is seen that to obtain the maximum
loading resistance, the distance from the antenna to the wall, d, must be maximized but
the distance from the wall to the Faraday shield, §, must be minimized. It is also desirable
to have a relatively low density plasma and a high magnetic field. The antenna width itself
must also be kept as thin as possible to maximize the plasma loading resistance.

Table 2

Parametric Dependences of the Loading Resistance R4

Variable Significance of Variable Result on R4

d d=Distance from Antenna to Wall dT, Ra 1

£ £ = 1W/2 ~ width of antenna €7, Ra |

no ng = density no T, R, l

B B = Magnetic field BT, Rsa7

) 6=Dist. from wall to Faraday Shield § 7, R4 |
Discussion

A 3-D cartesian analysis of the antenna geometry was carried out using the method
of Shepard [10] and Lam [11]. The resulting plasma loading resistance shows a parametric
dependence on d, £, ng, B, and § which are the distance from the antenna to wall, width
of antenna, plasma density, magnetic field, and distance from the wall to the Faraday
shield, respectively. It is seen that in order to maximize the plasma loading resistance, the
antenna must be placed as close to the Faraday shield and as far away from the wall as
possible. Other parametric dependences of the loading resistance indicates that a thinner
antenna along with a lower density plasma and a higher magnetic field would yield a higher

loading resistance.
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Future work in this area would extend the treatment from a 3-D Cartesian geometry
io a 3-D cylindrical geometry. This would better mock-up the IPPROC and perhaps yield
a more accurate picture of the behavior of the loading resistance. Hot plasma effects will

also be mocked up so as to better simulate the plasma inside the device.
3 Propulsion Projection

The exhaust velocity of the plasma injected from the mirror device is given by thermal

velocity[12]
vo= 4/ — (91)

where T is the ion temperature in eV, m is the hydrogen ion mass in kG, and A4 is the

mass number for heavy atoms. The velocity can be rewritten as

v = 0.979 x 10%/ % m/s . (92)

Let us use 100 kW of power as a basis to find the range of feasible performance parameters.

Given the power P in kW we obtain the mass flow rate

. 2P g4
m= 5= 2.090 x 10 T_P mg/sec (93)
and the thrust
N
Thrust = v = 0.205\/;513 N . (94)

2

The exhaust cross-sectional area of this device is § = 0.785 x 1072 m2. One can obtain

the required plasma density

M 1629 % 107y e P m? 95)
= = 1. —_— m .
"7 Samu Vs (

The thrust and mass flow rate m are plotted as solid curves as a function of I,, in Fig. 16,
whereas the plasma temperature and density are plotted as dashed curves. The curves are
self-explanatory. The thrust decreases from 100 N at I,, = 1,000 sec to 0.6 N at I,, =

30,000 sec. The plasma temperature T increases from 1 eV to 1 keV. The corresponding
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density decreases from 1 x 102! m™2 to 1 x 107 m™3. These plasma parameters are
achievable in this device but harder toward low temperature and high density. This is

where the hybrid plume comes in.

Figure 17 shows the power and mass flow rate as a function of I,, (solid curves)
at constant thrust of 20 N. Power increases from 100 kW to 2 MW and mass flow rate
decreases from 2 mg/s to 0.7 mg/s for I,p, ranging from 1,000 sec to 30,000 sec. The
temperature range is the same as in Fig. 17 for the same I,, range. However, the density

is two orders of magnitude lower.

Figure 18 shows the mass flow rate and power requirement as a function of thrust
with constant I,, of 3,000 sec. Therefore the temperature is fixed at 10 eV. The density

is increased by two orders of magnitude than that in Figs. 16 and 17.

The present achieved conditions put us at the high I,, (23,000) sec and low thrust 0.1
N. We are planning to work downward to increase thrust and reduce I,,. These figures

indicate the range of parameters we would like to achieve.

4 Physical Defficiency

The properties of the hybrid plume are governed by the physics of high temperature
hydrogenic plasma interacting with hydrogen gas jets in a nonuniform magnetic field. The

physics of such a system is not well known.

Theoretically the concept has been verified by a steady state fluid model in a uniform
magnetic field with simplified assumptions. This was a step to demonstrate the principle of
the hybrid plume. Dynamic flow characteristics have to be studied with a time dependent
model in a nonuniform field. In a time dependent code proper treatment of the outflow
boundary becomes very important. Now we have achieved this second step and we begin to
understand the dynamic behavior of the plasma-neutral interaction. Since the parameter

space is very large, a thorough study has to be carried out as the next step.

From the knowledge gained in this work we found a new defficiency in the theory. The

pressure in the transport equation is assumed to be scalar. In both MPD and arcjet and
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this concept, the pressure is actually a tensor and should be treated as such. Therefore in
the fluid eqyation one should use ¥V p instead of Vp. The viscosity was ignored and should
be incorporated in the future. The code should be modified to take this important physics

into account and should be continuously generalized to become as realistic as possible.

txperimentally heating the plasma to high temperature has been proven by the large
fusion devices. However. the nature of the operation is not the same as for propulsion
purposes. For a fusion device one would like to confine the plasma as long as possible
and heat the plasma to extremely high temperatures, whereas for a propulsion device,
one would like to make the plasma flow at modest temperatures, but at much higher
densities. Some other problems such as magnetic detachment and asymmetric operation
are important for propulsion, but have never been attempted in fusion research. The entire
parameter space shown in Figs. 16, 17 and 18 need to be mapped out by experimental data
with a clear understanding of the plasma properties. Although the rf heating of plasma has
been studied by researchers in fusion, both theoretically and experimentally, the physics

is still not completely understood.

5 Objective and Benefit

The objective and benefit are closely related and described in long and near term

below.

The ultimate long term goal and benefit is to develop a variable /,, and thrust rocket
propulsion device with power conversion efficiency better than 50%. The [,, can vary from

1,000 sec up to 30,000 sec. The thrust is mainly restricted by the power.

.

The near term goal is to achieve the plasma conditions (temperature, density and mass
flow rate) for the wide propulsion performance characteristics specified in Figs. 16, 17 and
18 and to develop a simplified and reliable control method. The near term benefits are
understanding the fundamental physics of heating the plasma with rf power. The device
provides a test bed for other advanced propulsion concepts such as anti-matter prepulsion,

for nozzle studies, for high temperature space material development and for possible space
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plasma experiments. Both the computational tool and diagnostic developed in this research
can be used in research in other areas such as MPD and arcjet. Therefore the long range

specific objectives can be stated in terms of physics and technology as follows.

Physics Objectives

1. To investigate the physics of plasma neutral interaction in thin, hypersonic boundary
layers. Specifically, what is the impact of cold (neutral) gas injection and/or mixing
into the exhausted plasma as it pertains to thrust augmentation, thrust efficiency,
specific impulse variability and plasma. magnetic field decoupling as a function of

various operating conditions and system configurations?

2. To investigate plasma magnetic fleld detachment mechanisms in magnetic nozzles.
Specifically, what are the conditions under which effective decoupling of the exhausted
plasma from the magnetic fleld lines will take place such that useful thrust may be

produced?

3. To investigate the physics of RF il wiicrowave-heated plasmas. Specifically, how to
hest couple power to the plasma and nnder what conditions is it more efficient to heat

ions uver electrons.

1. To investigate the characteristics of randen, mirror configurations operating asymmet-
rically. Specifically, what the specitic ininnilse 1 [, 1 of the exhausted plasma is for a
variety of operating conditions of plasma density and temperature and magnetic field

corfigurations,




Long-Term Technology Objectives

. To demonstrate the viability of the hvbrid plume rocket as a plasma propulsion
scheme. Specificaliv, to obtain a characterization of the operating envelope of such a

device.

[ %7

[ investigate the technology of magnetic nozzles. Specifically, what fraction of the
tutal kinetic (thermal) energy of the generated plasima can be realized as useful thrust

for propulsion?”?

3. Lo investigate the uperation of a tandem mirror device as a variable {,, piasma rocket.

4+ lo serve as a pathtinder toward the design and construction of a flight unit to be

tested in low Earth orbit.

5. To carry out efficiency studies under a variety of system configurations.

8 Scope of Work for February 1990 to January 1991

['he long term objective is to achieve the plasma characteristics for wide propulsion

application as shown in Figs. 16, 17 and 18.

A= hiscussed in Section 2.2 the microwave feedthrough is installed at the right end
inorth end; of the central cell and the rf antenna is in the north end cell as shown in Fig. 19.
The rf power heats the plasma lons and creates an electrostatic ambipolar potential ¢, in
the north end. A second antenna wili be installed in the central cell where the bulk plasma
can be heated by a second rf transmitter. Eventually a third antenna will be constructed
and installed in the south end. Then the third rf transmitter will be needed to heat the
plasina in the south end to) create the electrostatic ambipolar potential ¢,. This completes
the tandem mirror configuration. Many parts of the third transmitter were removed for
repairing the other twa. Fxtensive parts and work are required to bring up this transmitter

to operation.




. :::_.:.:_ ApINA[A pue o praty ot 1Auirm oy o
v sarp1rjoad [erxe pue JONION PUISP[ | TOIIJW WApUr] 1 O MIEA ApLg sl oanidg
AE N e ! . !
L 2 | L M | A M | 4 | o\ 0 0 YO o 0
| AR B 1 A I | vUTTTY T 1 I T T

aqoud NAU
nnwbuon)
Jamod
— HYO3 | 3
4y A1
LLAY SV ﬁ.ll.ﬁ‘; g e Y 2901
L —— 0 B = -
v - }-— ﬁl. M j
puuadjuy -T K- B | IENER IR ﬁl | |
- —
yyyyy — 4 1 1T 1 Y
. HHHH H
dooj
143UbDWDIA (103 o5501) (1103 {epyousyos) (t1e3 3yj01)
10920y p28} 1192 (®13ue) 109dUY

sD9

N4 H1HON N3 HLNOS




At present we have only Langmuir probes installed in the central cell which can only
measure the electron temperature at the cold plasma surface. We need to measure the ion
temperature for two reasons. The first reason is that the ions carry the momentum which
are the main thrust producing elements. The second reason is that the potentials ¢; and 02
are proportional to the ion temperature. The proper method for measuring temperature is
laser Thomson scattering which is too expensive and complicated. To set up, operate and
make measurements with Thomson scattering requires at least a full time scientist. We
are going to try to determine the ion temperature from Doppler broadening of radiations
produced by helium using a monochromatic spectrometer. [t is not a simple task even
to make Doppler broadening measurements work. It needs very high time resolution and
much faster time scanning than the built-in scanning system. We are planning to use a
rotating mirror to disperse the frequency. At present we are lucky to be able to borrow a

spectrometer for several months which will allow us to study such a rotating mirror system.

Two diamagnetic loops were installed outside the chamber located at the north end
cell and the central cell. The test results indicate that a signal was shielded by the vacuum
chamber. Therefore the loops need to be installed in the interior of the chamber. To make
such an installation is very complicated. The loop has to be wound inside a tube and be
vacuum tight, and it also has to be protected from the plasma. The chamber has to be
opened at many locations for the installation. The diamagnetic loop measures the ratio of

plasma pressure to magnetic pressure called 3
3= P/(B*2u) . (96)

Since the magnetic pressure B%/2u is known, the overall plasma pressure can then be

determined

B>
P:J(—— ) 97
.QN) 97)

T, measure the energy of the ions »nd electrons in the exhaust we need a retarding
field grid energy analvzer. Such an energy anlyzer developed for fusion research is shown
in Fig. 20. The electronics for driving the probe includes power supply, functional gener-
ators and a multi-channel digitizer. The probe itself is not only expensive but also very

complicated and delicate. The probe has to be calibrated with monoenergetic beams.
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At present the experimental results were recorded by taking Polaroid pictures from the
screen of the oscilloscopes. The picture quality is very poor as seen from Figs. 2 through
4. which makes it difficult to analyze. The use of film turned out to be very expensive.
We urgentlyv need to set up the computer data acquisition system. The hardware interface
which was obtained without cost was installed and software has to be implemented and

tested.

[t is not possible to discuss all the diagnostic system and measurements and the data
acquisition system. To build, test, calibrate and identify corrrect measurements is a major

part of the scientific effort.

The first stage experiment will be carried out with a mirror field of 6 kG, which is about
half of the design value and just above the ICRF resonance magnetic field. The mirror
coils can be run at room temperature with intermittant cooling. To run at higher fields
the coils have to be cooled down to liquid nitrogen temperature. The rf power injection
will be started at a low power level (10-20 kW) and short pulse length (10-20 ms). The
power level and pulse length will be increased gradually after the plasma properties are
fully understood and optimal operating conditions are obtained. Study will be made on
the effect on heating with varying gas flow rates, field intensities, and microwave radiation

feedthrough locations.

During the course of the heating experiment we will try to study the diamagnetic loop
for plasma 3 measurement and to complete implementation of a computer data acquisition
and reduction system. A microwave interferometer will also be installed for plasma density

measurement.

More diagnostic equipment is needed. It typically takes at least two months to make
a given diagnostic operational and to understand the measurements. In addition to the
experimental study the following specific tasks are planned: (1) to study the diamagnetic
loop measurements; the loop is outside the chamber and may need to be moved inside
the chambe.; (2) to acquire a spectrometer to do Doppler broadening measurements for
obtaining ion temperature; (3) to construct and install a second antenna in the central

cell and to tune the rf transmitter for injecting the power into the central cell; (4) to
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carry out heating experiments in both the central cell and the anchor; (5) to make the
third rf transmitter operational for heating the other anchor; and (6) to convert the pulsed

microwave transmitter to full wave.

7 Instrumentation Requirements (1990)

To understand the plasma properties correctly we need many diagnostic instruments.

At present we urgently nced the following
1. Langmuir probes

Langmuir probes will be used to measure the plasma edge density and temper-
ature at various locations. A known profile will be used to project the center
conditions. We already have made one set of working probes. We need to build

more probes and a power supply to drive the probes.
2. Diamagnetic loop

A diamagnetic loop will be used to measure the 3 in the central cell and one of
the plugs. 3 is the ratio of plasma pressure to magnetic field pressure P/(B?/2u).

Therefore we can determine the over plasma pressure P = 3(B?/2u).
3. B probe array

A B probe array will be used to monitor magnetic fluctuations and propagation

of rf waves. From this we will study the meihod of improving the efficiency.

SN

. Bolometer

A bolometer and electronics will be used to monitor radiation losses.

Ot

. Grid energy analyzer

A grid energy analyzer and electronics will be used to measure plasma potential
in the plug and particle energy at the exhaust from which we can determine the

exhaust velocity.

(o))

. Visible light spectrometer
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A visible light spectrometer will be used to measure ion temperature from the

Doppler broadening of the light.
7. Data acquisition system

We obtained an agreement to share the data acquisition VAX computer with
the fusion energy research groups. The interface hardward and software have
been installed. We are testing the operation. However, our CAMAC crater and

digitizer are too slow. High speed CAMAC craters and digitizers are needed.

8. Emissive probes to measure plasma potential.
8 Available Facility

The propulsion experimental facility has been set up and is operational. The major

equipment is listed in Table 3.
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Table 3

Major Equipment

ITEM RATING QUANTITY

Tandem Mirror Device

Turbo Pump 400 liter/sec 2
Microwave 2.4 MHz, 2kW 1
Power Supply 7,000 kW, DC, 5000 amp 2
(5 MW, 2 sec pulse)
18 kW, DC, 600 amp 1
150 kW, DC, 5000 amp 1
3 kW, DC, 200 amp 1
RF Transmitter 300 kW, DC, 2-30 MHz 3
Dye Laser 1
Ruby Laser 1
CAMAC Interface 1
Large Vacuum Tank 1

with Pumping System
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